
  1 | P a g e  A p p e n d i x  B :   
L o n g  G r o v e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  

 

 

Appendix B 

Community Character 

The theoretical elements of each community character component are described in this Appendix.  The 
description of the community character policy elements of the Comprehensive Plan is discussed in 
Chapter 6: (1991) 

Type of community is assessed using a view of community character based on aesthetic and functional 
aspects. An objective system of analysis is applied to the existing land use pattern to determine the 
character. The type of land uses, their density, and their distribution are measured.  This type of visual 
character relates directly to the lifestyle that is expected and experienced by most residents and visitors 
to the community. (1991) 

Scale issues define the relationship between a person and a building or space.  While this is also a size 
issue, its orientation to the individual rather than its relationship to community functions results in very 
different concerns.  The impact of an individual building is felt at this level. (1991) 

The impact of the design of a building or group of buildings on the community is a crucial issue. 
Architectural qualities such as harmony, contrast, texture, and rooflines are all vitally important, but 
represent a difficult task in terms of achieving a community consensus as to what is good design. (1991) 

COMMUNITY CHARACTER TYPE 

There are three basic types of community character: urban, suburban, and rural.  These three types of 
character can be further divided.  For Long Grove, the urban category is subdivided into urban and auto-
urban; the suburban category is subdivided into suburban and suburban estate; and the rural category 
contains countryside and rural subtypes.  The following list describes each of these subtypes. (1991) 

1.  Urban 

The urban community character type most closely resembles the classic urban environment where 
buildings define and enclose spaces.  The downtown of Long Grove is clearly an urban area, although the 
vegetation and small -scale buildings create a village-type urban character. (1991) 

2.  Auto-urban 

Auto-urban is a category that has developed where urban uses move into undeveloped areas that can 
only be accessed by automobile.  They are, in fact, urban places transferred to 'the suburban fringe of 
cities. (1991) 
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The impact of roads and parking areas for automobiles are the driving forces that determine the 
character of this type of environment.  While they are clearly urban in character and scale, the 
dominance of the automobile has left such areas with little or no attractive features. (1991) 

The strip commercial areas near Route 45 and Route 83, annexed in 1988 to the Village, are examples of 
auto-urban character.  This characteristic is discouraged in Long Grove.  New areas annexed to Long 
Grove shall be redeveloped with modified standards to assimilate them into the Long Grove community 
without the trappings of auto-urban characteristics. (1991) 

3.  Suburban 

This type of character is vastly different from urban types of character.  Suburban communities have a 
portion of the total open space provided located between or within developments to provide some of 
the needed contrast and balance to the buildings. (1991) 

There are subdivisions in Long Grove, developed before Long Grove's incorporation, that are in the one-
acre zoning category and have large homes built on open land.  These are suburban in character.  The 
size of the homes and type of landscaping used causes little space to be left between homes.  There is 
privacy, but not the near isolation and preservation of abundant natural features that are required for 
the development to fit into the rural category. (1991) 

4.  Suburban Estate 

Suburban Estate development represents the lowest intensity end of the suburban portion of the 
character scale.  Here, individual properties are large enough and landscaped sufficiently to provide an 
extensive open feeling, and there may be less reliance on borrowed land to promote this open feeling. 
(1991) 

Most of the new developments in Long Grove presently have a potential to be suburban estate in 
character.  But, without the essential landscaping features, large homes in open areas can end up being 
suburban in character. Long Grove policy has developed standards to encourage greater natural 
landscaping so that the suburban estate character will develop. Developments with this type of 
landscaping must rely on surrounding open space in order to provide an estate character.  To prevent 
potential changes in character, developments shall not be allowed to depend on heavy borrowing of 
open space. (1991) 

5.  Countryside 

Space dominates rural character types; in the countryside character type, the environment is a 
landscape. Countryside is the only one of the rural characters that contains exurban development to any 
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degree.  The ability to accommodate any significant development without destroying the landscape 
qualities of this district is clearly a difficult balancing task.  In open land, the buildings are highly visible 
and very low intensities are needed to preserve a countryside character. (1991) 

Most of the land in a countryside area will either remain in large estates over 10 acres, in agriculture, or 
continue in a natural state.  While this pattern generally provides for the preservation of scenic 
resources, the quality of those resources is not ensured.  Since a countryside area must evoke the 
qualities of a landscape, it can, and should, be considered a composition. (1991) 

There were many areas in Long Grove that had a countryside character in 1980.  However, development 
has taken place in the surrounding open spaces and the countryside character has been converted to 
estate. Some of the older 3-acre subdivisions in the woods have this· countryside character.  The 
provision of extensive fields and meadows over 70 percent of the site will also create this countryside 
character. (1991)  

6. Rural 

This .character type is just what its name implies =- the character common to agricultural areas.  In a a 
rural community, development is limited to the rural infrastructure--barns, homes and other buildings 
needed to produce agricultural products.  This land use type is disappearing from Long Grove and is 
expected to be lost almost entirely from Long Grove, but a small portion will likely remain rural due to 
large stables and commercial farming interests. (1991) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


