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Appendix I 

History 

 

Long Grove is in many ways a unique community. Its location marks the western edge of the once 
great ice sheet that centered over Lake Michigan during the Glacial Period thousands of years ago. To 
the east of the Village the land is flat and level. Beginning with the Village and moving westward, the 
terrain becomes rolling terminal moraine country. (1979) 

Before european settlement, Northeastern Illinois was a mixture of open prairie and forested groves. 
Long Grove is unique in that, again, it was on the boundary of one of these groves. The "long grove" 
from which its name derives stretched on the northeast from a point, about Gilmer Road and Route 
83, stretching southwest to Deer Grove Forest Preserve. The edge of this grove can still be traced by 
where oaks and hickories grow. On the south it followed along Long Grove Road and Route 53. 
(1979, 1991) 

The first scattered hunters entered the area following the Glacial Period some 12,000 years ago. The 
pattern of life changed little until about 1200 A.D. when the culture of corn and beans led to a more 
settled life. All of the local Indians were Algonquin speaking. Earliest records show the Miami in 
occupancy. They were replaced in 1700 by the Pottawatomie, who remained until all Indians were 
removed about 1838. (1979) 

Following Father Marquette and Louis Joliet in 1673, scattered French voyagers and fur traders passed 
through the area. A few French place names, like the Des Plaines River and Grosse Pointe over on 
Lake Michigan, persist. Except for the fact that the Indians acquired guns, metal tools, and other trade 
goods, their pattern of life changed little. In 1763 the French role was replaced by British, but the 
local traders, for the most part, remained French. (1979, 1991) 

Following the Treaty of Paris in 1783, Long Grove became part of the infant United States and was 
part of the Northwest Territory. Fort Dearborn, where Chicago now stands, was built in 1803. The 
famous massacre of that site took place during the War of 1812. In 1818 the boundary of Illinois was 
drawn just to the north of Long Grove. Chicago was incorporated in 1832 and American settlers 
began to enter the area. The first settler in Vernon Township was Daniel Wright, a veteran of the War 
of 1812 who settled and then built a mill just south of Half Day. Nothing is left of his home, but the 
home of George Ela, the first settler of Ela Township, still stands as part of the Goldbogen home on 
Quentin Road. The oldest house in Long Grove was a cabin located on Long Grove Road. This cabin 
and George Ela's house are the only two shown as existing when the first government survey was 
made in 1838. At this time the area was divided into sections, and the land was officially opened to 
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white settlement after the Indians were removed first to Iowa and then some of them further to 
Oklahoma. (1979, 1991, 2017) 

The name Half Day was the English translation of Aptakisic, an Indian chief friendly to the whites. His 
home was in Naperville, but the nearest Indian Village was at the junction of Indian Creek and the Des 
Plaines River near Half Day. Following the opening of land to the whites, the area filled rapidly with 
settlers from the east. Typically, most of-them came from New England and upper New York-State. An 
example was the Gridley-family who took up land near Route 83 and Oakwood Road. George Ruth 
was a Pennsylvania Dutchman whose farm was in the location of the present crossroads. While many 
of the English names are still to be found in the area, starting in the middle 1840s came a wave of 
German-speaking settlers. These were mostly Rhinelanders with more than half of these being German 
speaking French nationals from Alsace. (1979, 2017) 

Long Grove Church was founded in 1846. The present building built in 1847 is the  oldest church 
building still in use in Northeastern Illinois. George Ela gave the site of the Long Grove Church, and he 
lies buried in its churchyard. There was once a German Methodist-Church across McHenry Road from 
its present location known as the James Byrne residence. (1979, 1991) 

Long Grove had several blacksmiths, and grew to have a cheese factory (across from the Mill Pond 
building) and a grist mill (across from the church community building). Following the Civil War, many of 
the English-speaking families moved away and during the" next 60 years, Rhineland Plattedeutsch 
(low German) became the predominant language of farmers-in this region.-(1979, 1991) 

Nearly as old as the City of Chicago, Long Grove changed very little from its founding until the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. As a language, German lost its popularity after World War I, although the 
Long Grove Church records were kept in this language until 1930. During the .late 1920s, there was a 
great deal of land optioned by the Insull interests, but this was subsequently abandoned. The early 
1930s were quiet until the first "commuter" families-defined as someone who made his principle 
living outside of the community-- appeared in the Village during the latter part of the decade. 
Perhaps twenty such families had purchased acreage when World War II intervened and stopped the 
change which was occurring in Long Grove, Following the war, more new families entered and the 
pattern of the present community took shape. The new residents were united in appreciation of the 
rural beauty of Long Grove and in the unique historic heritage of the community. When Route 83 was 
built, it missed the crossroads to the east. Later when Route 53 was built, it likewise bypassed Long 
Grove. The result was a farming and shopping village identical to those characteristic of the 19th 
century preserved intact. The last general store in the community, the Farmside, closed during the 
war but was reopened again in 1948. It was followed by the Crossroads Exchange, with the gradual 
reopening of other shops. The Village blacksmith, located on the same site since the Civil War, 
moved into The Historic Business District.. (1979, 1991, 1999, 2017) 
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As the Long Grove area developed, a community spirit began to emerge. The first evidence of a 
striving, unified community emerged in the 1940s with the building of the Kildeer Countryside 
Elementary School. Prior to the building of the school, the children in the Long Grove area attended one 
of four one-room schools. By 1945 the residents of the area felt the need to bring their children 
together in one school and passed a referendum which provided for the site of the present Kildeer 
Countryside School. (1979) 

For some years there had been the Kildeer Civic Association which served as community watchdog, 
and in 1956 serious consideration was given to incorporation. The concept grew of a municipality 
dedicated to the preservation of its rural character, open green space, and natural beauty. In a day 
when ecology and environment were little known words, Long Grove was a pioneer. In December, 
1956, a vote was taken on incorporating 4 square miles, including a population of 400, located in the 
heart of the present Village. With a favorable vote the Judge entered the results, and on December 31, 
1956, Long Grove became a legal municipality. (1979, 1991) 

After the first Village election, the original board set to work to create a master plan and a zoning 
ordinance, without which the Village had no legal powers concerning the development of land within its 
corporate limits. (1979) 

The 'first real test of the Village became apparent on Memorial Day weekend in 1957 when what was 
later to become the Farmington Bath and Tennis Club on Long Grove Road was built by a large crew 
of carpenters working for a major Chicago developer. Gradually the plan evolved. The developer had 
options on about 6,500 acres in the triangle of Barrington, Lake Zurich, and Long Grove. Furthermore, 
these options were all interconnected by ingenious corridors. (1979, 1991) 

Community apprehension came to a head in the fall of 1957 when the Village of Vernon Hills was 
incorporated by another builder. Under the state law at the time, it was possible to incorporate a 
Village with only 100 people. The builder's strategy was to have twenty families of his employees file 
to form a village. Once organized, the builder controlled zoning, subdivision control, building code plus 
all inspections. Similar strategies were prevalent in the Chicago area. It soon became apparent that 
the· Chicago developer's subdivision on Rand Road was to be the core and by October he would have 
fulfilled the residence requirements. (1979) 

There now followed a round of maneuvering in which the developer first tried to incorporate as a 
village, then as a city. He was unsuccessful in both of these efforts, due to the collective opposition of 
the area's residents. (1979) 

The strategy was revised and an effort was made to secure the necessary zoning through Lake County. 
A public hearing before the Lake County Zoning Board of Appeals was held in the Legion Hall in Lake 
Zurich. So many protesters turned out that the street in front of the hall was filled. The Joint Municipal 
Planning Committee which organized the opposition successful indicated that the Village had a plan 
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which agreed with the County Plan and that both were based on open space and large acre rural 
zoning. The Zoning Board of Appeals denied the developer's petition and the County Board sustained 
them. In a desperate maneuver, the developer attacked the County Board's decision as unreasonable 
in the Circuit Court. In a scathing decision, the Court denied the developer's petition once more. He 
appealed to the Appellate Court and was again denied. The Supreme Court refused to hear the case. 
(1979) 

The Village and all of its citizens persevered and were successful in maintaining their development 
philosophy. As a result, this effort of the developer came to nought and the Village took a substantial 
step forward toward preserving the type of living which is provided today. (1979) 

During the confrontation with the Chicago developer, Long Grove grew greatly by annexation. The 
original 4 square miles grew to almost 14 square miles. Mardan Woods and Mardan Estates to the 
south, and other areas along the northern periphery of the Village were also annexed. A period of 
quiet growth ensued during the 1960s, '70s, and early '80s while experiencing some interesting 
planning innovations in the Village. (1979, 1991) 

The Long Grove Country Club Estates was. a pioneer in planning in 1962. This was essentially a 
Planned Unit Development in a pre-P.U.D. day. The concept of average zoning traded smaller house sites 
for a covenant preserving the remaining land as golf course or open space. Another first was the 
commissioning of the U.S. Department of Agriculture to prepare soil maps designed to permit a 
subdivision to be laid out in accordance with the capabilities of the soil. These were used in the 
design and approval of the country club, to ensure all building sites were buildable and that low-lying 
ground was used for lakes and golf course. (1979, 1991) 

The Village Board recognized early the unique nature of the Historic Business District. Here was 
fortuitously preserved intact a 19th century rural shopping crossroads such as had once served most 
of the country, but which "progress" had largely swept away. As increasing commercialization 
occurred, it was obvious that soon the rural atmosphere of The Historic Business District could be 
lost. Research was done and the communities of Salem, Williamsburg, Charleston, New Orleans, Santa 
Fe, and Monterey, all noted for their historic significance, were contacted. They furnished their 
preservation ordinances as well as much valuable advice. From these was written the present Historic 
Landmark Ordinance by which all new construction in the business area must conform to 19th century 
architecture. As stated in the Ordinance, no new buildings can be built and no exterior alterations 
can be made without the approval of the Architectural Board. All signs must be approved and only 
indirect lighting can be used. This Ordinance is still being successfully administered. (1979, 1991) 

Another innovation: was the experiment in inter-municipal cooperation with the Village of Kildeer. This 
began when Arthur T. Mcintosh ·proposed to purchase a portion of the Brickman properties and 
develop it "like Inverness." As parts of it lay in both Long Grove and Kildeer, a three-way contract was 
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drawn permitting all of it to be annexed to Kildeer, a move designed to strengthen the smaller villages. 
Long Grove and Kildeer established a legally-described jurisdictional boundary. This made use of a 
provision of the state statutes in effect at that time dealing with the identification, in advance, of the 
municipality a developer will be dealing with. (1979, 1991) 

In November 1971, the Village entered into a contract with the County of Lake setting up the "Long 
Grove Sewer Sub-area." Again within a legally-described boundary, an area was established within 
which the Village of Long Grove has the right to approval before any proposed development can 
connect to the Lake County Public Works sewer system. This type of agreement, of which Long 
Grove had the first, has been widely hailed by such bodies as the Northeastern Illinois Planning 
Commission as a large step forward in the orderly growth of the area. (1979) 

During the early 1970s, there was an addition to the scenic beauty of Long Grove by the 
construction of a covering over the bridge on Robert Parker Coffin Road over Buffalo Creek. The 
bridge was patterned after a vintage 1800 bridge in New Hampshire.  The underlying iron truss bridge 
was originally constructed in 1906.  Located just off Route 53, the bridge serves as a rustic entrance to 
this rural village. (1979, 1991, 2017) 

In February 1974, the Village, recognizing that certain soil types and configurations of terrain place 
definite and specific limitations on building construction, development and land utilization, passed a 
Conservancy Ordinance which prohibits any construction in floodplains. The Ordinance also puts 
construction prohibitions on a series of soil types associated with wetlands while putting strict 
limitations on development on land with slopes of twelve percent or greater, potential water 
recharge areas, and potential areas of ground water pollution. As such, the Conservancy Ordinance was 
designed to further the appropriate use and conservation of land and water resources and, in doing so, 
protect the health and welfare of all present and future residents, not only of Long Grove, but also of 
the surrounding areas, from the problems of soil erosion, flooding, sedimentation, water pollution, 
exhaustion of aquifers, stripping of forest cover and to guide development so as to make maximum use 
of the capabilities of the land, including preservation of green areas, open space, wildlife cover of the 
locally endangered species of flora and fauna, and to avoid all possible damage to the natural 
environment and ecology of the Village. This ordinance takes note that in the greater Chicago 
metropolitan area, this type of ecological community is-fast disappearing. (1979) 

Perhaps the most innovative planning tool implemented by Long Grove is its Scenic Corridor 
Easements Ordinance adopted in February 1978. Designed to protect residential development from the 
considerable noise generated by vehicular traffic along major thoroughfares in and bordering the 
community and to provide a refuge for native flora and fauna, the Ordinance requires that land 
located within 200 feet, measured from the right-of-way, of major state and national highways and 
expressways and 100 feet from all other state, county, and collector streets be preserved in its 
natural state as scenic corridors. As a scenic corridor, all significant natural vegetation shall be 
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preserved and maintained and shall not be mowed, cultivated, sprayed, or in any way disturbed except 
for such vegetation which is found to be harmful to the general health and welfare of the Village or 
property owner, in compliance with approved plans, or approved by the Conservation and Scenic 
Corridor Committee (CSC). The Scenic Corridor Easements Ordinance represents a significant and vital 
step to the preservation of open green space in the Village of Long Grove. (1979, 1999) 

In 1979, 1991 and 1999, the Village reaffirmed its strong commitment to the sound planning of the 
Village environment through the comprehensive amending and updating of the Village of Long Grove 
Comprehensive Plan. (1999) 

During the late 1980s and into the 1990s, the Village of Long Grove has had a significantly increased 
growth of residential development and an extension of the boundaries of the community in accord 
with the Comprehensive Plan. This growth of residential development, as well as the enlarged area of 
the community, has increased the awareness of Village officials and residents alike, relative to the 
importance of the preservation of its countryside character. Village officials and residents wish to 
continue to foster a community attitude towards the preservation of the rural character of the Village. 
In this respect, the Village carefully reviews all subdivision designs with particular attention paid to the 
preservation of those natural resource elements which contribute so significantly to · that countryside 
character. These elements include open space, forest and woodland areas, prairie areas, water bodies 
and streams, wetlands, drainage soils, and scenic vistas. These elements are not only preserved 
through zoning but also through the use of private deed restrictions and protective covenants. (1991, 
1999) 

In 1980 the Village of Long Grove conducted a detailed inventory of the natural areas remaining 
under its jurisdiction. In that study, thirty-three sites, ranging in size from one to nearly 100 acres were 
discovered and documented. That study was updated in March 1988 through the document titled 
"Natural Areas Inventory Update for Long Grove, Lake County, Illinois" prepared by Wayne Schennum 
and Edward Collins. (1991) 

.In the-late 1980s, the Village also approved Hs first "cluster" type of housing development called "The 
Fields of Long Grove." This development used-a concept for on-site sewage treatment called "spray 
irrigation" where all of the sewage generated on-site is also treated on-site and applied in a spray 
fashion to nearby agricultural areas. (1991) 

Today, the Village of Long Grove exhibi ts many of the natural and man-made fea tures that were 
characteristic of the region when settlement first began in the early 1800s. There still exists in .Long 
Grove an abundance of the original flora and fauna of the region, including the original "Long Grove" 
of trees, prairie, wetlands, and a wide variety of wildlife. Perhaps even more-significant are the remaining 
man-made features built by the settlers of this rural farm community. The Long Grove Church and 
Cemetery (built in 1847), the Historic Business District, Archer School, the Gridley homestead on the 



  7 | P a g e  A p p e n d i x  I :   
L o n g  G r o v e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  

 

Abbott farm, the covered bridge, and a number of farm houses all offer proud testimony to the 
culture, architecture, and way of life that existed in this region over 100 years ago. Map 3.1 indicates 
the location of these historic sites. (1979, 1991) 

Fortunately, the forces of progress and time have not been allowed to destroy the rich heritage of 
Long Grove. Undoubtedly this region was once dotted with a number of communities such as Long 
Grove, but the demand for developable land and the neglect of these artifacts have caused them to 
vanish with the passage of time. Today, Long Grove stands alone--a monument to the diligence and 
perseverance of its residents--as a community which has successfully preserved much of the charm, 
natural beauty, and historical richness which has hallmarked the community since the 19th century. 
(1979, 1991) 
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Map 3.1 Historic Sites in Long Grove 

 

 


