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Chapter 10: Community Facilities 

 

Schools Servicing Long Grove Children 

School districts are constantly evolving to meet an area's ever-changing student population.  Presently, 
the Village of Long Grove is located in three elementary school districts and two high school districts.  
The Kildeer Countryside Community Consolidated School District No.96 services most of the Village, with 
much smaller portions of the community serviced by the Diamond Lake School District No. 76 and the 
Fremont School District No. 79 at the northern portion of the Village.  The Adlai E. Stevenson High School 
District No. 125 services most of the community, with Mundelein Consolidated High School District No. 
120 servicing the Indian Creek Club subdivision at the northern part of the Village.  These districts are 
illustrated on Maps 10.1 and 10.2. (1979, 1991, 2017) 

The Adlai E. Stevenson High School District has one high school, located on Illinois Route 22 
approximately three quarters of 
a mile west of Illinois Route 21 in 
Lincolnshire.  The Mundelein 
High School District also has one 
high school, located at Hawley 
and Midlothian Roads in 
Mundelein. (1979, 1999) 

The table in Table 10-1 
summarizes trends in enrollment 
(all schools), average class size 
(grades PK-8), and graduation 
rate (grades 9-12) for each school 
in the three elementary school 
districts and two high school 
districts that serve Long Grove. 

Based on the trends above, all 

TABLE 10-1: SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS, CLASS SIZE & GRADUATION RATES, 2011-2015 
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but three schools have experienced decline in their total enrollment between 2011 and 2015.  Since 
many of these schools are comprised of students from multiple communities, it is difficult to pinpoint 
the impact that Long Grove students have on these trends.  While Long Grove experienced a slight 
increase in total Village population, from approximately 8,043 residents in 2011 to 8,181 in 2015 (similar 
to 2014 Census estimate), that would have a minor impact on school enrollments.  Other factors, such as 
family mobility, student matriculation, and population decline in other communities, likely have a more 
significant impact on declining enrollments at many of the schools. While enrollments at many of the 
schools have declined since 2011, the school system is generally viewed as a major asset, which is a 
strong indicator that Long Grove is a desirable community in which to live. (2017) 

Village Emergency Preparedness 

To foster community resilience from community preparedness to prepare for, respond to, and recover 
from disasters over the long term, the Village should adopt an Emergency Operation Plan (EOP).  This 
plan will promote community competence which is the ability of Long Grove to think critically, problem 
solve, form working partnerships, and collectively take action to address hazards.  The goal of the EOP is 
to best utilize social capital by organizational linkages, cooperation among community segments, citizen 
participation, local leadership, and sense of community that make up the social support mechanisms in a 
community. (2017) 

Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services 

The Village of Long Grove is served by two fire protection districts.  The Long Grove Rural Fire Protection 
District (Long Grove FPD) serves approximately 20 square miles or about two-thirds of Long Grove, 
including that portion of the Village which lies south of the north edge of Port Clinton Road extended.  
Portions of other villages, and a substantial amount of unincorporated area, are served by the Long 
Grove FPD.  The remaining portion of the Village of Long Grove is protected by the Countryside Fire 
Protection District (Countryside FPD).  The Village continues to support the goal of establishing an 
integrated emergency response system with both Districts.  These Districts are shown in Map 10.3.  Long 
Grove FPD handles most of the Village’s commercial areas and some residential areas, while Countryside 
FPD serves mostly residential. (1979, 1991, 1999, 2017) 

Long Grove FPD is currently operating from a fire station located on Old McHenry Road north of Old 
Route 53, southeast of its intersection with Robert Parker Coffin Road.  The district's firefighting 
equipment includes two combination pumper-tankers, one ladder truck, one brush-fire truck, one 
combination engine/ rescue squad truck, one command car, and two Mobile Intensive Care Unit 
(M.I.C.U.) ambulances.  Their fire protection equipment and vehicles have been replaced and updated in 
accordance to their general life cycles, as of the 2017 update of this plan.  In terms of staffing, Long 
Grove FPD is a mostly volunteer department, with 16 full-time and 25 part-time paid firefighters, plus 
three support staff members.  Personnel are cross-trained and, as such, handle both fire and ambulance 
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service alarms.  In addition, there are two full-time ambulances on call 24 hours per day at the station. 
(1979, 1991, 1991, 2017) 

Countryside FPD operates from its two fire stations as well as from neighboring fire stations that are co-
staffed by the Fire District.  Fire Station 1 is located at 26813 North Midlothian Road which is a quarter 
mile west of Highway 83.  Fire Station 2 (Headquarters) is located at 600 North Deerpath Drive in Vernon 
Hills.  The Countryside Fire Station participates in the co-staffing of the Old McHenry Road fire station 
(with the Lake Zurich Fire Department) and co-staffs the Mundelein South fire station with the 
Mundelein Fire Department, which opened in 1999.  The Fire District also holds property on Gilmer Road 
between Diamond Lake Road and Highway 83 for a future fire station. (1999, 2017)  

Countryside FPD became the first Internationally Accredited Fire Protection District in the USA in March 
1998.  The fire district provides 24 hour fire, rescue and emergency medical services with leadership 
from three chiefs and a staff organized in shifts, including 28 full-time “paid on premise” firefighters, 12 
firefighters on Black Shift, 12 firefighters on Red Shift, and 11 firefighters on Gold Shift.  The Fire District 
provides the five combination pumper tankers, one aerial ladder truck, one field fire truck, three 
advanced life support ambulances, one hovercraft, and miscellaneous prevention vehicles.  Their fire 
protection equipment and vehicles have been replaced and updated in accordance to their general life 
cycles, as of the 2017 update of this plan. (1991, 2017) 

Long Grove FPD has an average response time of roughly 6.5 minutes to most locations in its service 
area.  The average response time for Countryside FPD is about 7.5 minutes, with a mutual aid agreement 
with the Mundelein Fire Department.  Delays in response time have been a concern with attribution to 
two primary factors: (1) the prominence of private roads in Long Grove that have security gates or are 
not always properly maintained in terms of clearing overgrowth; and (2) the preference of certain 
property owners to use outdated RFD addresses rather than street addresses that are in sync with the 
dispatch systems.  The Village should work with both fire districts in exploring solutions, such as public 
service announcements or potential amendments to the Village Code, to address these concerns. 

Both Fire Districts also raise concern about the reliability of local water sources to fight fires.  Certain 
locations have low water stores on site, which require Long Grove FPD to bring 9,000 gallons of water to 
all calls as a supplemental water source (See Chapter 9 for more discussion of water resources).  Dry 
hydrants are also commonly used, with Countryside FPD having 60 such hydrants and Long Grove FPD 
having less.  A dry hydrant is analogous to a standpipe.  A dry hydrant is usually an unpressurized, 
permanently installed pipe that has one end below the water level of a lake or pond.  In general, a dry 
hydrant reduces the inefficiency of porting water from a long distance source and increases the 
reliability of uninterrupted water flow.  The Village should work with both Fire Districts to assess 
solutions to enhance on-site water stores around the community and provide for greater usage of dry 
hydrants. 
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In terms of emergency medical services, Long Grove FPD runs its 911 Dispatch and EMT service through 
Regional Emergency Dispatch (RED) Center, which is a multi-jurisdictional organization with member 
agencies serving fire protection districts across the Chicago region.  Countryside FPD operates its own 
911 Dispatch and EMT service. (2017) 

Emergency medical services are provided by the fire districts, using advanced life support ambulances 
with Illinois Department of Public Health licensed paramedics.  Paramedics participate in monthly 
training and testing to maintain their life saving skills and state license.  Paramedic services include 
advanced cardiac life support, defibrillation, intravenous drug therapy, trauma care, and other 
emergency procedures under the direction of the attending emergency room physician.  Both fire 
districts transport to a variety of area hospitals and provide access to level one trauma centers. (1999, 
2017) 

Building Regulations and Fire Protection 

1.  Commercial Areas - Buildings in the Historic Business District are predominantly of wood frame 
construction and are spaced relatively close together.  Some are of historic significance. 
Mercantile stocks in stores are generally of the combustible type, and storage/stock areas are 
often filled to capacity.  A well-advanced fire is a distinct possibility, and it is likely that such a 
fire could spread to adjacent buildings.  Loss of one or more buildings by fire in the Historic 
Business District would likely result in a significant sales tax revenue loss to the Village, as well as 
Real Estate tax loss to taxing bodies such as the fire district and the school districts. (1979) 

The installation of automatic fire sprinklers throughout all commercial buildings in the Historic 
Business District is the only proven and reliable method of preventing devastating fire.  All new 
construction requires fire sprinkler systems. (1979, 1991)  

In 2009 the Village of Long Grove passed an ordinance requiring fire alarms in all commercial 
buildings.  The Village supports the work of the Long Grove FPD to follow Village requirements 
and State fire codes. (2017) 

2.  Residential Areas - Throughout the country, residential fires account for over 60 percent of the 
loss of life by fire.  The distance to the fire department and the department's efficiency has little 
effect on fire casualties.  On the other hand, smoke detectors have been found to be extremely 
effective in enabling dwelling occupants to escape from a home fire before being overcome.  In 
connection therewith, the Village's building regulations have been revised to require at least one 
smoke detector on each level of each residential unit, for both new-and existing buildings.  In 
addition, the installation of automatic fire sprinkler systems in new residential buildings is also 
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required in the Village.  The installation of automatic fire sprinklers is required in all new 
construction and, in instances of remodeling or additions, to existing structures where the 
remodeling or addition represents a substantial percent of the total existing building. (1979, 
1991) 

Police Protection 

The Village does not have its own police department.  The Lake County Sheriff's Department regularly 
patrols Long Grove; however, the Village contracts with the Lake County Sheriff's Department for 
additional patrols.  Those police officers assigned to Long Grove report directly to the Village Manager. 
(1979, 1991, 1999, 2017) 

The present arrangement resulted from a study of the alternatives of forming a municipal police 
department, contracting with another municipality, contracting with private patrol(s), and the Village's 
current program.  The objective is to provide the most thorough and professional police protection 
possible at an affordable budget.  Forming a municipal police department in Long Grove would require 
the implementation of an additional form of taxation to defray operating costs.  However, imposing such 
a tax at this time remains inconsistent with Village policy.  In response to complaints from some 
residents, the Village in 2003, held a non-binding referendum to establish its own Village police 
department.  The referendum was defeated 558 against to 153 in favor (80.52% No – 19.48% Yes).  
(1979, 1991, 1999, 2017) 

Library Facilities 

Long Grove residents continue to access library services from two locations: Vernon Area Public Library 
District (VAPLD) and Ela Area Public Library District (EAPLD).  The majority of Village residents are served 
by the Vernon Area Public Library District. (1999, 2017) 

Established by referendum in June 1974, the Vernon Area Public Library District provides tax-supported 
library service to an area covering 32.5 square miles, in and around Long Grove.  After a humble start, 
which first saw the library occupying a classroom of the Adlai E. Stevenson High School and then a 
temporary building on-the high school grounds, a new library building was constructed in the late 
seventies.  Financed by a special library bond issue approved in a special election conducted May, 1977 a 
new 10,000 square foot library facility was located on Indian Creek Road in Prairie View.  The structure 
contained a browsing area, reference department, children's room, meeting room, and facilities for the 
handicapped.  In September of 1993, the library moved into a new 50,000 sq. ft. facility at 300 Old Half 
Day Road. (1979, 1999)  In response to a community survey, the current VAPLD facility underwent 
renovation of some of its spaces in FY2014 to accommodate its most popular materials, programs, and 
services for patrons. 
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Starting with a collection of 2,000 volumes in 1974, the library had a collection of over 70,000 items in 
May, 1991 and over 172,000 items in April, 1998. Besides books, the library's collection boasts a number 
of DVDs, video-cassettes, puzzles, records magazines, a pattern exchange, a paperback exchange, and 
numerous games.  As part of the North Suburban Library System, Vernon Area Public Library patrons 
have access to 16mm films, reference service, classical records and periodical reprint service.  
Cooperative lending through Interlibrary Loan and Reciprocal Borrowing gives Long Grove Village 
residents the privilege of borrowing materials from other area libraries.  The current library-facility 
provides an expanded collection and additional services, including computers for public use, Internet 
access and offers an extensive CD-ROM collection.  The library offers homebound delivery which 
includes service to nursing homes in the area. (1979, 1991, 1999) 

Originally located in the basement of St. Francis Church in Lake Zurich, the Ela Area Public Library District 
was established by referendum in 1973.  In 1982, the library moved to its present location at 135 South 
Buesching Road in Lake Zurich.  The library has a collection of over 136,000 items and serves more than 
30,000 people.  Through its computer system, library patrons have access to an additional 2.5 million 
items owned by other libraries. (1999) 

A $3.5 million expansion project was approved by voters in April, 1989, and completed in June, 1991. 
The project added another 23,000 square feet of space to the existing 10,000 square foot building.  In 
January, 1999 the Library District proposed a $13.9 million bond referendum to construct a new facility 
on South Old Rand Road in Lake Zurich. (1999)  EAPLD moved to its current location on 275 Mohawk 
Trail in Lake Zurich in 2002.   The current EAPLD location recently completed a renovation process that 
began in 2014 and concluded in 2015. (2017) 

Long Grove Historical Society 

Organized in 1974, the Long Grove Historical Society has taken a prominent role in the movement to 
protect and publicize the Village's rich historical background and many assets.  Both the society's 
membership and meetings are open to the public.  Its office is located in the historic farmhouse located 
on Historical Lane in the Historic Business District.  The Long Grove Historical Society keeps members 
and general visitors updated on its activities through a periodic newsletter and on its social media 
accounts on Facebook and Twitter.  The newsletter began in 2008 and ran for several years, but has not 
been active on a regular basis since the end of 2013. (1979, 1991, 2017) 

The first project undertaken by the historical society was the restoration of Drexler Tavern, a pre-Civil 
War 1859 building donated to the Society.  After a varied life as a home--at one time with an accessory 
cheese factory, as an inn for overnight guests, and as a neighborhood gathering place with an added 
room for dances--the structure was moved, renovated, and is now used as the Long Grove Village Hall.  
This was accomplished by monies raised by the Long Grove Historical Society and the Village Board of 
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Trustees and aided by governmental grants and contributions from private corporations and concerned 
citizens. (1979)  

The next project of the historical society was the renovation of Archer School, a one-room schoolhouse 
shown on an 1861 map of the area.  Like the Drexler Tavern structure, Archer School was donated to the 
society, moved to its present location, and then refurbished.  It now stands as an exhibit of education in 
an earlier day. (1979) 

The historical society has offered programs for the children of Long Grove, as well as children from other 
areas. (1991) 

Both the Drexler Tavern and Archer School buildings are located on a three-acre parcel of land owned by 
the Village and located behind the Kildeer Countryside School. (1979, 1991) 

The Long Grove Historical Society has published a thoroughly entertaining and educational book 
entitled, Long Grove Lore and Legend.  It contains a detailed historical account of the region, physical 
and ecological information concerning the area, the philosophy of Long Grove Village government, and 
many other historically significant Village occurrences and activities.  The text is intermingled with 164 
pictures and maps illustrating many of the most significant historical aspects of the Village. (1979, 1991) 

In 1990, the Long Grove Historical Society was collecting and preserving artifacts, books, pictures and 
other historical material relating to the Long Grove area.  Future plans include marking historic buildings 
in the Village and the publication of maps for walking and motor tours of the area indicating historically 
relevant features.  New facilities include a farmhouse, nurseries, offices, and shops. (1979, 1991) 

Postal Service 

The Village of Long Grove is presently served by two post offices.  The Lake Zurich Post Office serves 
most of Long Grove, while the Mundelein Post Office serves mostly the Towner Subdivision. (1979, 
1991) 

The distribution and collection of mail within the Long Grove area is handled by mounted, rural mail 
carriers.  They serve the majority of Long Grove residents, plus a number of residents living directly west 
of the Village corporate limits. (1979, 1991) 

On April 2, 1960, the Long Grove Rural Substation was established in the Farmside Country Store and 
handled the over-the-counter postal service of the Village.  The store closed its doors in 2011, with over-
the-counter postal service currently being handled by the Lake Zurich Post Office. (1979, 2017) 
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Map 10.1 Elementary School Districts 
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Map 10.2 High School Districts 
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Map 10.3 Fire Protection Districts 

 


