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Chapter 8: Recreation and Open Space 
 

Introduction 

 The Village of Long Grove is fortunate to have a great abundance of natural, open, and recreation 
areas within its corporate limits.  Through careful planning, significant portions of the Long Grove 
landscape have remained in their natural state as dense woodland, stream corridor, open prairie, or 
rolling meadow.  Throughout the Village, one can find an abundance of scenic lakes and ponds which 
complement the topography of the area and accentuate the many natural amenities provided by the 
landscape. [(1979, 1991, 1995])  

In addition to providing natural and restored areas, Long Grove seeks to provide passive and active 
recreation areas to promote residents' health and well-being; both mentally and physically.  While 
other open space areas occur on environmentally diverse land, active recreation areas seek land 
relatively free of vegetation and with good access and drainage.  Other open space districts and 
accompanying trail systems should surround these areas, providing Village-wide access in an 
unobtrusive manner. [(1995]) 

Recreation Needs 

Long Grove’s low population and its no-tax policy requires  additional alternative is inadequate for the 
financial capacity needed to support most types of active recreational facilities.  Its zoning focus on large 
lot residential areas and the topography of available land, leaves limited space for new outdoor or 
indoor recreational facilities.  Despite these limitations, Long Grove is well served for recreational 
activities by surrounding areas. Within its boundaries, Long Grove does have three private golf-focused 
clubs.  There are an additional five public golf facilities within five miles of the Village.  Outdoor and 
indoor swimming facilities (public and private) are available in several surrounding towns.  Commercial, 
municipal, and not-for-profit sports facilities of many types (gyms, tennis, ice skating, baseball, soccer, 
martial arts, etc.) are abundant in surrounding towns within a five-mile radius.    

Over the years, the school districts serving Long Grove have expanded indoor and outdoor recreation 
and athletic facilities and programs for elementary through high school students.  Increased tax 
revenues for the schools provide the Village youth with both a rich academic curriculum and an 
abundance of extracurricular programs of many types.  
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Walking, Running, Biking – major area 

Opportunities for walking, running, and biking are abundant.  Three major locations exist within the 
Village boundaries.  The Lake County Forest Preserve’s Heron Creek provides 242 acres of land, several 
miles of walking/biking trails, picnic shelters and playgrounds.  The adjacent Reed-Turner Woodland 
Preserve is 49 acres of state-protected natural environment with walking trails.  Both are located on Old 
McHenry Rd, just south of Rt. 22.  Buffalo Creek Forest Preserve is a 387-acre preserve occupying an 
area nearly contiguous with Arlington Heights Road on the east, the Lake County line on the south, 
Old Hicks Road on the west, and Checker Road on the north.  Due to the land’s suitability for flood 
control, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) initiated flood control 
in Lake County for Cook County, and assisted with some of the acquisition that benefited Cook County. 
(2017). It offers miles of trails as well as a flood control reservoir.  Each of these spaces 
provides major wildlife and habitat protection along with year-round public access for out door activity.  
(2018) 

Additional park-like walking trails are in Buffalo Creek Park and Covered Bridge Trail in the historic 
downtown.  In addition, Village residents have easy access to other Lake County Forest preserve sites 
which provide diverse recreational opportunities. 

Walking, Running, Biking – individual trails system 

Individual subdivision walking/jogging trails are well developed in some subdivisions.  The fragmented 
nature of these (and restrictions to subdivision residents,) limits the value to the overall population..   In 
addition, trails provided in individual developments have proven to be popular with residents. A 
community-wide trail system is needed. [(1979, 1991, 1995]) and has been a work in progress in recent 
decades.  The focus of the Village’s Pathways Committee [2017] is developing trails and/or sidewalks to 
connect existing subdivision trail systems via trails that follow major roadways (See Map 8.2).  The long- 
term goal is to provide a walking / jogging path from most residential areas of the Village to the business 
core including the Sunset Grove area and the historic downtown.  A priority is a sidewalk system on Rt. 
22 from the western edge of Buffalo Grove (where existing sidewalks end,) continuing down Rt. 83 to 
Sunset Grove. (2018) 

A second priority is the “Old McHenry Road Multi-Use Pathway”.  The project is an important portion of 
the Village pathway plan as it is contemplated to be a “spine” segment that will provide connectivity in 
the pathway system. The pathway limits are from just north or Robert Parker Coffin Road to just south 
of Illinois Route 22. Total lengths of this segment is approximately 1.5 miles.   

This pathway would provide a north-south pedestrian/bicycle connection between the Historic Business 
District; Long Grove Park District Buffalo Creek Park; Kildeer School; Long Grove Village Hall/Archer 
School/Ruth Barn; Reed-Turner Woodland and the Heron Creek Forest Preserve. Neighboring 
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communities’ pathway systems as well as other pathway segments in the Village are anticipated to 
intersect with this pathway and provide connectivity within the Village pathway system as well as 
allowing for an alternative to vehicular traffic on Old McHenry Road. This segment will be located in the 
Old McHenry Road right-of-way and is expected to conform to AASHTO design standards. Pathway 
alignment will be located to minimize tree removal as much as possible.  (2018) 

Biking trails and bike lanes are more complex, requiring greater width and more substantial 
construction.  The more rural of the Village roadways are the most useful for scenic bike riding.   

Trail development is ongoing.  It has and will face challenges due to restrictive covenants on existing 
subdivision trails and the cost of developing and maintaining trails.   

Library resources 

The Village benefits from service by two library districts (Ela and Vernon Area).  Both districts offer 
extensive recreational and educational programming for all ages.  Residents in either Library District 
have borrowing privileges in the other District.  Both districts are forward looking, reinventing 
themselves to meet the technical needs and expectations of our new and rapidly changing digital world. 

While several country clubs are located either within or in close proximity to Long Grove, they actually 
play a minor role in the community's recreational life. The typical Long Grove resident is not club-
oriented. In the past, when Long Grove was a small village, residents tended to be satisfied with 
solitary recreational activities such as skiing, riding, and cycling. The various clubs, churches, and 
community groups provided ample recreational opportunities for those Village residents who wanted 
to participate in structured activities. [1979, 1991, 1995]For many years, local schools and townships 
provided the outdoor recreation activities and recreational facilities within the available and abundant 
open space. This provision met the need for structured and unstructured recreational opportunities. 
However, in 1990, Long Grove's population reached 4,747. Recreation demand became increasingly 
important. Furthermore, the land available at schools, township facilities, and parks in neighboring 
communities has become increasingly used to the point of saturation. Long Grove must now identify 
its recreation needs and plan for active recreation facilities. In addition, trails provided in individual 
developments have proven to be popular with residents. A community-wide trail system is needed. 
[1979, 1991, 1995] The Village will have a population between 8,500 and 9,000 when fully 
developed. This number accounts for vacant platted parcels, vacant land within the Village, and land 
available for annexation.  

“Active” recreation – defined as tennis, basketball, baseball, football and soccer, and swimming 

Two methods were used to forecast the recreation acreage required to support this anticipated 
population: an activities-based method and a facilities• based method. Table 8-1 (the activities-based 
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approach) describes the national norms for space and demand for such active recreation facilities as 
tennis, basketball, baseball, football and soccer, and swimming. Because of Long Grove's character, 
required acreages were inflated to provide a significant amount of open space surrounding the activity 
area. This analysis indicates a need for 20-29 acres of land for these five activities.   

However,  the Park District has indicated a decreasing These active recreation facilities are in little 
demand by the Village population.  The limited demand for interest for in-Village located public active 
recreational spaces is due to the many programs and facilities provided by nearby towns and the school 
districts which serve Long Grove.  Lack of interest in Park District fields has resulted in retirement of 
those fields from active use. , and does not have sufficient funds to develop or maintain new facilities. 
(1995, 2016] This lower demand for active recreation space reflects (a) the increasing amount of time 
spent on digital activities (electronic “screen time” on computers, cell phones, video game boxes, etc. is 
now estimated at 9-10 hrs/day for children and adults) [2016]; (b) the fact that 41% of Village 
households have no school-age children; and (c) changing interests in sports. (2018)   

As a non-taxing body the Park District lacks funds to develop or maintain new facilities. [1995, 2017].  
The Park District is considering converting some space into Community Gardens, should there be 
adequate interest.  This potential new service would engage entire families and foster a greater sense of 
community. (1995, 2018) 

Other Recreation Spaces 

The facilities-based approach for recommended recreation space uses the required acres per 1,000 
people for various recreation levels, beginning with tot-lots and proceeding to regional parks.  Long 
Grove's nature population is such that tot-lots are not necessary.  The Lake County Forest Preserve 
District and State of Illinois provide for regional parks., Therefore, Long Grove is responsible for 
neighborhood and community level parks. Table 8-2 indicates the Estimated space needed for these 
facilities and the required acres per 1,000 people. The approach indicates is approximately 58 acres. 
of land is required. This acreage is consistent with the acreage· derived via the activities-based 
approach because many more activities, such as picnicking, are appropriate in these parks. (1995] 

TheAll of the spaces listed above provide, in one way or another, some of the facilities typically seen as 
part of a neighborhood or community park.  Additionally, some of the open spaces owned by the Park 
District but maintained by HOAs also serve in part as neighborhood parks.  A goal of the long-range plan 
is to ensureattempt to distribute   that facilities neighborhood/ community in size and are distributed, 
where needed, to provide the entire community with service and reasonable access.  Trails shall link 
these facilities with other open space areas within the Village. [(1995, 2018]). 

Other Park District Recreation and Education Resources 



 

 

 5 | P a g e C h a p t e r 8 : L o n g  G r o v e C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  

 

The Park District offers dozens of programs for elementary and middle school children.  These are 
typically afterschool programs operated at school facilities.  This approach is more successful in 
attracting participants due to the convenience for parents by eliminating the need to transport children 
from school to another location.  Programs include sports, science, chess, art, music and other activities.  
A limited number of programs for other age groups are also offered.  Seasonal opportunities to explore 
the high quality natural habitats and flora and fauna at the Reed-Turner Woodland are offered both 
directly through the Park District and in partnership with the Chicago Botanic Garden.  All of these 
programs are provided by outside contractors, cooperating agencies, or volunteers (2016).  The District 
will continue to seek new areas of interest among its service population and add programs to meet 
those interests. (2018) 

Because of its non-taxing status, all expenses incurred by the Park District for the maintenance and 
operation of land and other facilities are met by modest income from a single cell tower, with limited 
additional support from public donations, grants, memorial funds, and fees.  Land acquisition funds are 
derived solely from a Village ordinance which directs a small percentage of building fees to a restricted 
fund usable only for open space acquisition.  Given the high cost of land in Long Grove and the slow 
pace at which this fund accumulates, there are few opportunities for further growth in District holdings. 

Park District Support 

The Park District relies on volunteers and the District’s Summer Internship program for most property 
maintenance.  Additional help comes from the Park District’s Volunteer Stewardship program which 
focuses on maintenance of native flora and fauna in three actively managed open space sites (Buffalo 
Creek Park, Reed-Turner Woodland, and Long View Meadow- at southeast corner of Rt. 22 and 83).  
Volunteers support a number of educational programs.  Over the years, numerous Boy Scout Eagle and 
Girl Scout Gold volunteer projects provided improvements to the Reed-Turner Woodland and other 
properties.  The Reed-Turner Botanic Artists Circle, Long Grove-Kildeer Garden Club, and various 
Homeowner Associations also provide support and utilize Park District facilities as their ‘home base”. 

The Park District periodically updates its master plan that integrates and reflects the growing and 
changing needs of the community with the traditional emphasis (as stated in the referendum which 
founded the District) on open space preservation, all within the financial constraints of the District. 
[(1979, 1995, 20162018]) 

The Park District is administered by a 7-member, elected Board of Commissioners serving staggered 4-
year terms.  Park District Board meetings are held monthly on the first Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Reed-Turner Woodland Nature Center at 3849 Old McHenry Road.  All meetings are open to the 
public. [(1979, 1999, 20162018]) 

Permanent Preservation of Open Space and Natural Environment 
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Within the corporate limits of Long Grove there is a great deal of undeveloped land which that exists as 
woodlands, prairie floodplains, lakes, creeks, and open space.  Both the Chicago 
MetropolitianMetropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) and Northeastern Illinois. Planning 
Commission and the Lake County Regional Planning Commission have recognized this area asthat the 
larger Long Grove area in southern Lake County isoffers a valuable open space resource and have 
designated that it should remainthe preservation aspreserves these natural open spaces within their 
respective master and framework plans.  However, because open land within this region is limited, the 
pressures for development within the Long Grove area are persistent and have increased since the 
late 1980s.  Left unchecked, future development in Long Grove may substantially reduce the quality 
and quantity of these natural open spaces and diminish the rural atmosphere of the Village.  It is, 
therefore, crucial that the Village endeavor to permanently set aside certain portions of the landscape 
to be left in its natural state,; and, thus, continue this long standing land use policy. [(1979, 1991, 
2018]) 

To date, the Village has successfully preserved a number of areas as open space to be left in their 
natural state in perpetuity; the open space preservation program is an ongoing process with the 
Village.  The program is carried out primarily through the Long Grove Park DistrictPark District working 
in conjunction with the Village Plan Commission.  The program is virtually in constant negotiation at 
the Village Board and Village Plan Commission levels with various parties.  The Village remains  
incommitted in its efforts to permanently retain a large significant portion of Long Grove in its natural 
state., [(1979, 1991, 20172018]) 

Tables 8.I  indicates the amounts of open space which that have been preserved in the Village of Long 
Grove through 1998.  These areas have been preserved using a variety of preservation techniques 
including dedicated open space, semi-public conservation areas, private conservancy district 
easements, and scenic corridor easements. [(1991, 1995, 1999, 20172018]) 

Through 1989- 2015, over 1,563 1,474 acres of land within the boundaries of the Village of Long Grove 
have been totally restricted as open space and not built upon. [(1991, 2018]) 

 

 

 

Methods of Open Space Preservation Implementation 

Long Grove has several methods available to preserve open space.  These include private action,-
development easements, zoning, the Long Grove Park DistrictPark District, park development, the 
forest preserves, and local improvement projects. (1979, 1995]) 
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Private Action 

Many civic groups have had marked success in preserving open space for one or a variety of purposes. 
A private group may have funds available for prompt acquisition of an area threatened with loss of its 
open space character, whereas a governmental organization may not have the funds.  The private 
group later may tum over this land to a public body for maintenance and public use as is justified.  
Frequently, people are willing to donate land or· interests in land to an organization whose goals 
parallel their own. For this reason; the Long Grove Open Space Foundation was formed. [(1979, 1995, 
2018]) 

Development Easements 

To preserve the rural aspect of a community for purely aesthetic reasons, individual property owners 
may -grant public scenic easements over portions of their property to the Village of Long Grove or 
the Long Grove Open Space Foundationother open space organizations.  Under such terms, the 
property would be maintained in its natural state but the present owners would maintain the exclusive 
right to use and occupy the property.  In addition, the property owners would be entitled to declare 
the fair market value of the easement as· a charitable tax deduction against their federal income tax.  
This should also result in a reduction of real estate assessments. [(1979, 1995, 2018]) · 

Zoning 

Zoning can help preserve existing land features through regulations to restrict building in floodplains, 
wetlands, and high quality natural areas.  Presently, there are large portions of remains open spaces in 
Long Grove which are being used for agricultural activities.  These areas are presently classified in 
residential and commercial zoning districts which allows, but does not ensure, that they will remain as 
agricultural open space. However, it would be possible for the Village to rezone some of these areas 
for agricultural uses only and thereby preserve a great deal of open space. [(1979, 2018]) 

Zoning could also be used to preserve the forest, meadow, and floodplain areas lining Indian and 
Buffalo Creeks.  These could be zoned  through the establishment of overlay protection regulations, 
such as "Reserved Floodplains,." that would restrict development and require best management 
practices to mitigate infiltrations, such as bio-swales, rain-gardens, and use of native plantings.  As such, 
they would be zoned to discourage and prohibit development, while encouraging use for wildlife, 
limited recreation, or education. [(1979, 1995, 2018]) 
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The Long Grove Park DistrictPark District 

In May 1973 the Long Grove Park DistrictPark District was established by a referendum overwhelmingly 
supported by Long Grove residents.  Since that time, the park districtPark District has adhered to the 
referendum’s language and spirit which includes pursued a philosophy of: preservation of natural 
areas, retention of open space, wise stewardship of conservancy areas, acting as a depository agency 
for easement grants, and continuation of the Village no taxation policy.  A later modification to the 
mission of the District was the addition of limited support of recreational activities.  The District will 
continue to operate under these principles. 

The boundaries of the park districtPark District are contiguous, or nearly contiguous so, to the corporate 
limits of the Village of Long Grove. [(1979]).   

The Long Grove Park DistrictPark District presently owns tracts of land dedicated as open space.  The 
first of these, purchased in 1975, consists of a 5-acre parcel along both sides of Buffalo Creek fronting 
McHenry Road on. On, the northeast and Robert Parker Coffin Road on the south.  Forty percent of 
this property is located in the floodplain.  To purchase the property, the park districtPark District 
received a $35,000 Open Space Grant from· the Illinois Department of Conservation and $38,000 in 
donations from Long Grove residents and private solicitations. [(1979, 1995, 1999]) 

Donated to the Park DistrictPark District in 1977, Covered Bridge Trail consists of approximately one-half 
acre along Buffalo Creek, bounded by Robert Parker Coffin Road on the north and Schaeffer Road son 
the west. Ninety Percent (90%) of this parcel is located in the floodplain.  

 

The second piece of property owned by the park districtPark District is the Covered Bridge Trail. It 
consists of approximately one-half acre along Buffalo Creek, bounded by Robert Parker Coffin Road 
on the north and Schaeffer Road on the west. Donated to the park district 

Park District in 1977, 90 percent of this 'parcel is located in the floodplain. The third is the 25-acre 
Stockbridge Farm Nature Preserve which was donated to the Village as the ongoing development 
protection of open space. (1979, 1991] 

The pPark dDistrict purchased acquired the 32-acre Reed-Turner Woodland at 3849 Old McHenry Road 
through a grant from the· Illinois-chapter of the Nature Conservancy.  As an Illinois Certified Nature 
Preserve, the Reed-Turner Woodland will be retained in its natural state in perpetuity.  An additional 3 
acres and log- sided building were added to the Woodland in 1989.  In 2011, the Park DistrictPark 
District purchased from the Village, 7.2 acres of land, including the residence formerly owned by Barbara 
Turner, r, and added these acres to the Illinois Certified Nature Preserve.  [(1979, 1991, 2018])  
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Aside from these purchases, the Park DistrictPark District’s land has been received as part of Village-
mandated set-asides for various PUDs.  Invariably, tThe land is typicallyprimarily wetland or floodplain 
that is not suitable for purposes other than open space and natural area preservation.  The lands contain 
environmentally sensitive areas such as ponds, streams, wetlands, woodland, and unique wildlife 
habitats.  The District owns andonly two small active recreation areas: maintains two recreation areas,: 
the Gridley Field, at 5601 Oakwood Rd (just east of Rt83) and Lemmon-Hill fields (northwest corner of Rt 
83 and Gilmer Rd)..  

The Park District relies on volunteers and the District’s Summer Internship program for most property 
maintenance.  Additional help comes from the Park District’s Volunteer Stewardship program which 
focuses on maintenance of native flora and fauna in three actively managed open space sites (Buffalo 
Creek Park, Reed-Turner Woodland, and Long View Meadow).  Volunteers support a number of 
educational and recreation programs.  Over the years, numerous Boy Scout Eagle and Girl Scout Gold 
volunteer projects have provided improvements to the Reed-Turner Woodland and other properties.  
The Reed-Turner Botanic Artists Circle, Long Grove-Kildeer Garden Club, and various Homeowner 
Associations also provide support.are provided by outside contractors and cooperating agencies. (2016) 

Because of the choice of not to tax, all expenses incurred by the pPark dDistrict for the acquisition, 
maintenance, and operation of land and other facilities are met by modest income from a single cell 
tower, supplemented by public donations,  grants, memorial funds, and fees.  , and. public donations. 
The Park District offers limited, organized recreational programs, which are provided by outside 
contractors and cooperating agencies. (2016)  

The Park District's goal is to develop a comprehensive  periodically updates its master park district plan 
that integrates and reflects the growing and changing needs of the community with the traditional 
emphasis on open space acquisition and preservation, all within the financial constraints of the District. 
(1979, 1995, 2016] 

The Park district depends on volunteers for help with maintenance, recreation programs and to serve 
as trained docents for the Reed-Turner Woodland education programs. The Long Grove Stewardship 
program, another volunteer group, is also supported by the Park District to help monitor and 
maintain sensitive natural areas. (1999] 

Table 8.1 provides a brief description of all existing open space sites and their suitability for various uses. 
Two locations are suited for active recreation (Gridley and Lemmon-Hill).  Should the Park DistrictPark 
District acquire additional property and funding sources to support it, the District would develop plans 
for the best use of the property in keeping with the DistrictPark Districts’s mission.   Only one is suited 
for active recreation: this land would, at best, meet .about third of the need for such facilities. Two 
locations, one in southern Long Grove, and the other in the north, have been identified as areas where 
the Village or the Park District should seek to acquire additional recreation land.  
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Map 8.1 indicates the existing open spaces, their classification, and the two new site locations. Map 8.2 
indicates the existing and proposed trails that may connect the open space; [1995, 2016] 

The pPark dDistrict is administered by a 7-member, elected Board of Commissioners serving staggered 
6 4-year terms. Park district meetings are held monthly on the first Monday at 87:00 p.m. at the 
Reed-Turner Woodland Nature Center at 3851 Old McHenry Road.  All meetings are open to the 
public. [1979, 1999, 2016] 

Park Development  

The Village owns 14 parcels of land suitable for parks. Three types of open space have been 
identified into which this land should be classified: [1995] 

1.  Natural Areas: These areas contain high-quality, natural environments. They should be 
preserved and have recreation limited to nature study. [1995] 

2.  Preservation Areas: These areas are to be maintained in a natural condition or restored to a 
natural condition. They may be conservancy" areas required to be protected by Village 
ordinance or areas designated as open space in redevelopment plans. Trails, fitness trails, 
and gazebos typify the appropriate level of development [1995] · 

3.  Recreation Areas: These areas are suited for all active recreation facilities the 

Park District may seek to develop. [1995] 

Table 8.1 3 provides a brief description of all existing open space sites and their suitability for various 
uses. Only one is suited for active recreation: this land would, at best, meet .about· third of the need 
for such facilities. Two locations, one in southern: Long Grove and the other in the north, have been 
identified as areas where the Village or the Park District should seek to acquire additional recreation 
land.  

 

Map 8.1 indicates the existing open spaces and, their classification., and the two new site locations.  

Map 8.2 indicates the existing and proposed trails that may connect the open space. [(1995, 72018]) 

Forest Preserves 

An integral part of Long Grove's open space is the Buffalo Creek Forest Preserve.  This 387 acre 
preserve occupies an area nearly contiguous with Arlington Heights Road on the east, the Lake County 
line on the south, Old Hicks Road on the west, and Checker Road on the north.  Acquisition of this 
land took place in several purchases between 1978 and 1987.  Due to the land’s suitability for flood 
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control, the MetropolitianMetropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) assisted 
with some of the acquisition. (72018) 

The single-family residences in the vicinity of Schaeffer Road are not included in the forest preserve. 
Impetus for the establishment of the Buffalo Creek Forest Preserve originated in a proposal by the 

Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago (MSD), now the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 

District of Greater Chicago (WRD)MWRD, to construct a retention basin to protect the communities of 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling, both located to the south of Long Grove, from flooding by Buffalo Creek.  
The preserve was established by the M MWRD working in conjunction with the Lake County Forest 
Preserve District with the cost of the project borne by the M WRD, the Lake County Forest Preserve 
District, and a federal grant.  Much of this preserve is managed for flood control, as evincedevidenced 
by a dam on Buffalo Creek and the reservoir that results.  Careful and creative design of the reservoir 
has created a natural-looking wetland. 

Most of this property was previously owned by the Popp family, who since early settlement times had 
farmed the rich land.  The Popps initially had a dairy farm, and then converted to grain crops such as 
soybeans, wheat and corn.  Prior to European settlement, this land supported a tallgrass prairie dotted 
with a few small wetlands.  Restoration of that prairie has been underway since the 1980s.  Though the 
land has been drastically altered, first by farming and later during reservoir construction, a surprising 
diversity of grassland birds uses the preserve, including bobolinks and eastern meadowlarks. 

Additionally, the Heron Creek Forest Preserve was acquired by the Lake County Forest Preserve District 
in 2008.  The preserve occupies 242 acres of land area at the southwest corner of Illinois Route 22 and 
Old McHenry Road some of which is in the Village of Long Grove as part of the former CF Industries 
Headquarters and some which remains in unincorporated Lake County adjacent to the Village 
boundaries. The entrance is on Old McHenry Road, south of Route 22.  The preserve is adjacent to the 
Long Grove Park DistrictPark District's Reed Turner Nature Preserve.   Heron Creek features a rolling 
landscape of scenic woodlands and open fields.  The Indian Creek basin, which flows through the site, is 
an Advanced Identification Wetland (ADID), the highest wetland classification in Lake County.  It offers 
exceptional wildlife habitat and plant communities including a sedge meadow. 

More than 116 species of birds appear here, including a resident population of waterfowl and herons.  
Six state endangered bird species (black tern, black-crowned night heron, yellow-crowned night heron, 
osprey, Forster's tern), and three state threatened bird species, (brown creeper, pied-billed grebe and 
red-shouldered hawk) have been found in the area.   

Gravel trails for hiking, biking and cross-country skiing as well as an innovative playground of tunnels, 
slides, ladders, bridges, decks and swings for children to climb and explore are also available at this 
facility. [(1979, 1995, 1999, 2018])   

http://www.longgroveparkdistrict.com/visit-reed-turner-woodlands/
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Local Improvement Projects 

 

In addition to the effects of acquiring permanent open space preserves, the Village residents are 
encouraged to initiate programs aimed at enhancing the natural beauty and rural atmosphere· of the 
Vvillage.  

 

Such a program was started by Guy Reed, the first mayor, started such a program with incorporation in 
the late 1950s.  This program included the planting of flowering trees along road- sides and in other 
strategic locations.  The program has witnessed the construction of a covered bridge over Buffalo 
Creek and construction of a brick walk through the Historic Business District along Old McHenry 
Road. Conservancy and Scenic Corridor Areas perhaps provide the greatest opportunity for residents to 
achieve the goal of enhancing the natural beauty and rural atmosphere of the Village.  

 

Conservancy and Scenic Corridor areas are identified by an easement which that is established on the 
property at the time of subdivision and restricts the use of property so designated.  Once established, 
these easements are intended to be permanent; alteration of the boundaries of these areas is generally 
difficult if not impossible and strongly discouraged.    

 

In general conservancy areas are more restrictive than scenic corridor areas and are established to 
protect lands which that may have limitations for building construction (i.e., wetlands & and flood 
hazard areas).  Protections of groundwater recharge areas open space, which contribute greatly to the 
character of the community, are also achieved through the use of these easements.   

 

Management of conservancy districts and scenic corridor easements areas are permitted and 
encouraged. Conservancy district and scenic corridor easement areas may be periodically maintained, 
renovated, and replanted, but only in accordance with the specific provisions which govern these areas.  
Protected areas may be replanted with native species (from the Village approved species list) but any 
such plans and  activities require the prior review of the Conservancy and Scenic Corridor Committee.  
Final approval by the village Village board Board is also required for such improvements. 
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Non-native species may be removed as well as invasive or noxious vegetation.  No permit is required for 
the removal of non-native invasive or noxious vegetation including, but not limited to, Canada thistle, 
purple loosestrife, reed canary grass, buckthorn, teasel, garlic mustard, and other such invasive or 
noxious vegetation. 

 

Local Cub Scout groups, civic groups including the Garden Club, and local residents have also 
volunteered to plant bulbs along Village roads and around public buildings. More of this type of 
action by various groups and volunteers should be encouraged to enhance and maintain community 
character. [1979, 2016]Long Grove has a long history which continues today of beautifying area 
roadways with daffodil plantings.  Each fall the Village supplies bulbs to residents who agree to plant 
them along roadways to enhance the community. 
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Table 8.1 Open Space and Park Lands Owned by the Park District 

 

Description of and uses for sites owned by the Long Grove Park District as of 2016 
# Name Acres Description Uses 
1 Highland Pines 17 Floodplain, berms, stream Open space 
2 Gridley Farm 30 Floodplain, stream, upland 

field 
Active recreation, 
open space 

3 Oak Hills, Unit #4 2 Pond, wetland Open space  
4 Oak Hills, Unit #5 47 Floodplain, stream, highland 

woods 
Walking trail, 
wildlife corridor 

5 Heron’s Landing 56 Floodplain, prairie plants Open space, 
Walking trail 
(HOA)* 

6 Wehrenberg Woods 22 Wooded wetland, marsh Walking trail 
7 Promontory Pointe 18 Pond Open space 
8 Promontory Pointe 0.5 Ridge line Open Space 
9 Long View Meadow 60 Restored prairie, wetland, 

stream, lake 
Natural space & 
birding area 

10 Stonehaven 30 Floodplain, prairie Open space, 
walking path 
(HOA) 

11 Briarcrest 45 Floodplain, pond, meadow Open space, 
walking path 
(HOA) 

12 Bridgewater Farm 10 Floodplain, creek, mowed field Walking path, 
recreation (HOA)  

13 Woods End (designated Illinois 
Nature Preserve) 

5 Creek, wetland, woodland Open space; 
protected nature 
preserve 

14 Drexler Tavern site 3 Wetland (marsh) Open space 
15  NW Corner 27 Wetland Open space 
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Description of and uses for sites owned by the Long Grove Park District as of 2016 
# Name Acres Description Uses 
16 Reed-Turner Woodland 

(designated Illinois Nature 
Preserve) 

41 
 

Creek, woodland, restored 
prairie, floodplain 

Protected nature 
preserve; walking 
trails, educational 

17 Reed-Turner Nature Center 3 
 

Developed- building, parking, 
grass 

District office, 
meeting space 

18 Glenstone 15 Wetland, prairie Open space, 
Walking trail 
(HOA) 

19 Buffalo Creek Park 5 Park, creek, floodplain Passive 
recreation, 
walking trail, 
educational 

20 Covered Bridge Trail 0.5 Creek, floodplain Walking trail 
21 Stockbridge Farm 25 Creek, floodplain Open space 
22 Lemmon-Hill (3 parcel total) 18 Fields, woodland, 

maintenance & storage 
buildings 

Active recreation, 
maintenance & 
storage 

23 State (IDOT) mitigation site (Rt 
83 & Oakwood Rd) 

55 Creek, wetland, floodplain, 
upland 

Open space 

24 Preserve of Long Grove 14 Pond, wetlands, grassland Open space 
 Total: 549   
*HOA = Trails or spaces maintained by Homeowners’ Association.  Consultation with and guidance 
from Park District required for changes in maintenance, use, or additional development. 
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Map 8.1 Open Space District Owned by Long Grove Park DistrictPark District 
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Map 8.2 Long Grove Park DistrictPark District  Trail SystemPaths & Trails Priority Map 

 


